Some years ago, my successful water dowsing came to the attention of the National Water Well Association (NWWA) headquartered in Worthington, Ohio. In response, the executive director (Jay Lehr) of the NWWA published a lengthy editorial in The Water Well Journal condemning the use of (and any belief in) dowsing, by the nations well drillers! The editorial was filled with malicious, false, and misleading "information" about dowsers (and dowsing).


Amused quite a number of well drillers (themselves members of the NWWA) for whom we regularly worked, immediately sent me copies of the editorial. I, in turn submitted a rebuttal letter to the editor of the Water Well Journal. The executive director must have been on vacation at the time, (or at least, wasn't consulted) because my letter was published in the very next issue. 

Dear Editor:

Having been schooled in the "exact sciences", it is not often I am prompted to venture from the bounds of conventional physics and publicly disagree with my scientific colleagues. For someone scientifically indoctrinated, to step from the ranks and come to the defense of something that virtually flies in the face of currently accepted "science" requires no small amount of intestinal fortitude! 

After reading your recent editorial about "water witching" in the June 1985 Water Well Journal, I am forced to depart from the relative security and comfort of ‘established science’ to make some comments of my own.

Mr. Lehr’s personal disdain for water witching (dowsing) has long been known. The publication of his editorial, however, was not in keeping with the high standards of the otherwise excellent and informative Water Well Journal.

While some of the dowsers’ theories as to the natural occurrence and movement of underground water might be reprehensible to the trained professional geologist, the acquisition of a satisfactory water supply on the advice of a particularly competent dowser (after all other efforts have failed) is another matter indeed! My files now contain the records and accounts of thousands of such occurrences. Aside from the fact that many dowsers possess little knowledge of geology, the fact that some of them can actually locate the presence of a satisfactory groundwater source in its natural state, by the dowsing method, cannot be denied!

To disprove the contention that "all crows are black" (as Mr. Lehr states in reference to dowsers) it is not necessary to gather millions of crows and examine them. It is only necessary to produce one "white" one!

In my thirty years of examining ‘crows’, I have indeed discovered some white ones. In spite of Mr. Lehr’s dogmatic statements to the contrary, competent dowsers (although rare) do exist. Not only do they exist, but also they seem quite content going about the business of locating underground water sources, paying little attention to those individuals who deny the very possibility of their existence!

Had Mr. Lehr accompanied me to the many hundreds of drilling sites on which I personally witnessed and recorded the drilling of productive water wells in the midst of numerous deep dry holes on the advice of particularly competent dowsers, he would no longer quote Hyman and Vogt. 

In most cases when one steps from the arena of one’s own personal expertise, and attempts to expound upon another, one often reveals his (or her) ignorance about the other.

I find it especially disconcerting, however, when a man (whose unquestionable expertise in his profession is well known and respected) makes statements, which publicly reveal not only his lack of knowledge, but his unmitigated intolerance of another area of human endeavor….

In reference to expounding upon something about which one knows little, my father once told me, "It is better to remain silent and be thought a fool, than to open one’s mouth and remove all doubt."

In this particular case, it would have been better had Jay Lehr remained silent.

James O. Kuebelbeck

Groundwater Consultant

Box 362 St. Joseph, Minnesota 56374

