In the next issue of the Water Well Journal, Mr. Lehr responded to my letter by writing: "I am delighted to receive your letter in opposition to my editorial titled ‘Tolerance of Water Witching Rhetoric is Reprehensible!" in the June issue of the Water Well Journal. 

I certainly anticipated some negative response and am pleased to have the opportunity to add more fuel to the fire with this rebuttal.

First, let me say that we are evidently tied in the experience area with ground water and water witching. I drilled my first well in the employ of the U.S. Geological Survey 31 years ago. In the intervening three decades, I too, have witnessed and participated with hundreds of water witches in their attempts to locate successful wells. By and large, they were a kindly group of people sincerely offering a service. Some, through practice, had inadvertently become good amateur hydrologists with a better than chance opportunity to locate a successful well. On balance, however, the sum of their successes and failures, when recorded by an unbiased scientifically trained eye and hand, yielded a success ratio no greater or worse than chance and local geology would allow.

What matters most is the totally fallacious concepts of ground water occurrence espoused by the water witches’ fraternity. Water witches describe ground water as moving mysteriously through a network of veins, channels and rivers, rather than within the extensive aquifers underlying more than 70 percent of our country.

While I do not know your scientific background, I fully agree that to disprove the contention that all crows are black, one need find only one white one. Oh! How I have searched for that one white crow who could perform under controlled scientific conditions, rather than anecdotal happenstance of the moment.

Fifty years ago, one of America’s greatest ground water scientists, Dr. C.F. Tolman, said, "Centuries have been required to free scientists from superstition and wild theories handed down from the dawn of history regarding the unseen subsurface water, and one should learn to control his impatience at the constant reminders that this is still an age of popular superstition with respect to the occurrence of ground water." 

I shall attempt to remain patient.

Shortly after Mr. Lehr’s letter appeared in the Water Well Journal, I received another letter from him.

It read:

"Dear Mr. Kuebelbeck: 

I have recently received the enclosed press clipping on your water witching escapades. When I found that you were, in fact, a full-time water witch without any formal training in ground water hydrogeology, I was disappointed to realize that the letters you had written to me and to the Directors of the Water Well Journal were under false pretenses. 

Clearly, your letter, which was extremely well written, as you are obviously an excellent communicator, indicated some formal scientific training. I was saddened to learn that such was not the case, or perhaps I should be pleased to know that there is one less scientist who believes in the gobbledygook of water witching.

We will soon be participating in a scientific test of water witches willing to be measured under control conditions. You will probably be hearing from Professor John R. Cole of the University of Buffalo in the coming weeks on this project.

Sincerely,

Jay H. Lehr

Executive Director

National Water Well Association

I figured if Mr. Lehr spent so much of his time and energy trying in vain to try to prove something "didn’t exist", he must be afraid of something.

That "something" turned out to be me!

I don’t scare easily, so rather than roll over and ‘play dead’, I contacted my State and U.S. congressmen and senators asking for an immediate explanation why "tax monies" were being used by the U.S. Geological Survey to intentionally mislead the American public regarding dowsing.

Once they became interested in my concerns, they contacted the Director of the National Water Well Association also, requesting a response.

It soon became apparent that I was beginning to become a thorn in Mr. Lehr’s side, and that he also was trying to figure out a way to distance himself from the mess he had gotten himself into!

The following letter was written to the NWWA by one of my local Minnesota senators:

Dear Sirs: 

Some time ago I wrote you a letter requesting information on what is known as "water witching". I was most disappointed to receive a copy of a booklet I had already received regarding water witching. It is my hope that your staff will be able to have more detailed information on this subject, because I have been asked a lot of questions about this subject in recent months. I would like to know your analysis of it, what direction you think is being taken, and I would appreciate other identified reports that will be of help to me.

Again, to say the least, I was most disappointed to simply receive the booklet "Water Dowsing", when I requested "information"! I hope that you can now supply me with the necessary documentation, and I look forward to your expedited response to this request. If you cannot send me the proper information directly, I will then contact my U.S. Senator to have him request further information directly from you.

Kindest personal regards.

Senator Joe Bertram District 16

