[A few days later my Minnesota State Senator received this letter]

Senator Joe Bertram, Sr.

State of Minnesota

328 State Capitol

St. Paul, MN 55155

Dear Senator Bertram:

I am sorry you were disappointed in our recent response to your query on water witching. It is admittedly, a sore subject with us.

I have, personally, been a practicing ground-water geologist for 32 years, beginning my career with the U.S. Geological Survey. I have studied water witching during that entire time side-by-side with other of the nation’s most outstanding scientists. We have collectively been unable to find a single shred of controlled, reproductive, verifiable, scientific evidence to support any of the claims made by water witchers "anywhere on the face of the earth." We have determined that the concept, therefore, has no basis in fact and that the ability to locate water by water witching is no better than chance alone would allow. Understandably, the anecdotal evidence is always positive as no one writes newspaper stories on the failures, coupled with the fact that so many believe in it, as of course those that still do in astrology and fortune telling, this antiquated pseudo-science remains with us. It shall probably persist throughout the end of time as will Ouiji Boards, tea-leaf reading and bio-rhythms.

In general, water witching fits in well with a variety of subjects discussed in the book, FLIM-FLAM! By James Randi. I have taken the liberty of enclosing his chapter on water witching. The be-all and end-all references on the subject are, however, included in the book, Water Witching U.S.A., by Evon Zartman Vogt and Ray Hyman and published by the University of Chicago Press.

I’m in the process of writing an article on the subject, teaching intelligent people how to combat the spurious arguments which support water witching to the detriment of our nation’s capabilities to adequately develop its vast ground water resources.

If you would like to discuss this matter further, feel free to call or write me.

Sincerely,

Jay H. Lehr

Executive Director NWWA

The following is my letter to Mr. Bertram:

Dear Joe:

Carol and I received your letter referring to your disappointing correspondence with the National Water Well Association (NWWA). We appreciate your continuing interest in the false and misleading information about dowsing, which is being distributed throughout the United States by the NWWA. You are perhaps the First State Senator in history to have taken a personal interest in this intentional deception of the American public. For this you have our admiration and respect.

It is most unfortunate, however, that uninformed members of our own United States Geological Survey (USGS) have aided the NWWA in their efforts in no small way.

To our knowledge, the U.S. Government Printing Office continues to publish and make available the pamphlet titled "Water Dowsing" (U.S. Department of the Interior Geological Survey 1977- O-240-966/52) from which the NWWA excerpted most of the misleading statements about dowsers and dowsing, and incorporated them into their "own’ pamphlet titled "Before You Hire a Water Witch". In answer to inquiries about dowsing, the NWWA simply refers to the erroneous statements made about dowsing by our own USGS some 68 years ago!

Were it not for the self-serving interests of those who have much to gain by its perpetuation, references to dowsing as "myth" and "superstition" would have died out long ago. With the apparent "official" backing of the USGS, however, the NWWA has never had to answer to anyone regarding their false statements about the value of competent dowsing, - and the misrepresentation continues….

It is ironic that tax monies have been used to mislead the very taxpayers who have subsequently spent untold millions of dollars over the years in futile efforts to locate needed underground water supplies, simply because they were misled by one of their own government agencies!

This flagrant disregard for the best interests of the American landowner, as demonstrated by both the NWWA and the USGS is clearly unacceptable!

Because I have compiled irrefutable evidence of my ability to locate groundwater sources by dowsing, I would like to know if you might be able to answer the following questions:

1. Is there any way that I, as a private citizen, can initiate legal proceedings against the Federal Government and the U.S. Government Printing Office, to force the cessation of the printing and distribution of the false and misleading pamphlet, "Water Dowsing" (which is currently being printed at taxpayers’ expense.)? 

2. Can a private citizen file a "class action" suit against either the Federal Government or the NWWA in order to force this particular issue into the public arena?

I’m not afraid of these people!

Best regards,

Jim Kuebelbeck

P.S. I am also forwarding a copy of this letter to the USGS, the NWWA, and to my dear friend, 

Mr. Lehr.

Some days later I received the following letter from Senator Bertram:

Dear Jim and Carol:

Enclosed is a copy of a letter I recently received from the National Water Well Association after I contacted them about my frustration at the inadequacies of the material they sent me. I felt you might appreciate the recent letter I received, and after you have had an opportunity to review it, I would like to hear your viewpoints on this matter and if you feel I should directly address the National Water Well Association about some of your concerns.

Again, I anxiously await to hear further from you and hope you do not hesitate to contact me if I can be of further assistance to you in this matter. I hope all goes well with you and your family.

Sincerely,

Joe Bertram Sr.

State Senator

District 16

The following is my letter to Senator Bertram 

(March 10, 1985)

Senator Joe Bertram

State of Minnesota

328 State Capitol

St. Paul, MN 55155

Dear Joe:

I must apologize for failing to warn you about what to expect from Jay Lehr of the National Water Well Association (NWWA). His hatred of "nosey" politicians who express more than a passing interest in the policies of the NWWA, seems to be surpassed only by his hatred of competent dowsers who make it possible for landowners to discover satisfactory groundwater supplies on their first attempt!

Nothing strikes greater fear into the hearts of geologists such as Mr. Lehr, than ‘outside’ interest in the self-serving policies of the NWWA. Their paranoia regarding the practice of dowsing is well known. Mr. Lehr has long been the spokesman for the NWWA on matters related to dowsing. It has long been his self-imposed responsibility to gather any and all writings, articles, etc. critical of dowsing, and make them available to the general public. As you might expect, all such writings have been written by non-dowsers who hold to the philosophy, "If I can’t do it, you can’t do it."

I have been a dowser for about as many years as Mr. Lehr has been a geologist. My research and success as a dowser disproves Mr. Lehr’s contention that dowsing is "superstitious nonsense." His statements are patently ridiculous, and Mr. Lehr knows it.

You know as well as I do why dowsing is such a threat to the likes of Mr. Lehr…

The scathing comments you received from him are nothing more than his standard response to anyone who presses him for more information about dowsing (than what is contained within the false and misleading pamphlet distributed by the NWWA. [Before You Hire a Water Witch)

What Mr. Lehr also doesn’t realize, is the fact that you are not a city-born politician who knows nothing first-hand about the practice and value of competent water dowsing! His inference to you that only ignorant gullible fools hire, or make use of professional dowsers, would be vehemently denied by many professional well drillers (themselves members of the NWWA) who make use of my dowsing ability whenever they encounter especially difficult situations in their search for underground water supplies. When I question these well drillers about Mr. Lehr’s purported views, they usually laugh, and say they are only interested in finding satisfactory water supplies for their clients, and aren’t much concerned about what Mr. Lehr says!

Best regards,

Jim Kuebelbeck

March 25, 1985 … Another letter sent to Senator Bertram…

Dear Senator Bertram:

Thank you again for your letter of March 18th. I appreciate your confusion regarding "Water Witching", and I hope that the enclosed editorial which I recently wrote and is being published in the May/June issue of Ground Water and in the June issue of the Water Well Journal will be of some assistance in clarifying the situation for you.

I have also enclosed a copy for your constituent whose address I did not have. He may not appreciate it as much as you might.

I feel like we’re becoming "Old friends."

Sincerely,

Jay Lehr

Executive Director

NWWA

· "for your constituent whose address I did not have" What utter nonsense. Fear must have been starting to set in! 

Had he forgotten my name and address? He had been writing to me regularly over the months, and my name was being used by him at every opportunity in his futile attempts to try to discredit the value of water dowsing….

- and "becoming old friends"? He was soon to learn that would not be the case….

Growing up as a young boy in rural Minnesota, I had often heard stories about certain individuals who were supposedly able to locate underground water with the use of a forked branch of some sort. As I grew older and learned more about human nature, however, I discovered that many of these stories were so greatly exaggerated and embellished in their retelling of them over the years that they were no longer recognizable to the original participants or witnesses!

Many of these early "water-finders," became legendary in their own time, and the stories of their "amazing" abilities continue to be told to this day. From what I later discovered, I now believe that many of their claims to fame stemmed not from their apparent dowsing ability, but from the fact that they practiced their "trade" in areas where shallow subsurface water existed almost everywhere and it would have been difficult to dig a well without encountering a shallow water supply! 

Many professional geologists and hydrogeologists were often embarrassed by some of these old-time waterfinders that somehow were able to locate underground water in the very places where the geologic "experts" had failed. 

Unfortunately, many of these legendary water-finders happened to be illiterate, uneducated "country folk," and the "scientific" community of "educated" geologists took great delight in referring to these early water dowsers as "water-witchers." The term water-witcher was meant to demean and to discourage so-called "educated" people from hiring dowsers. It turned out to be an effort in futility, however. 

In the early 1900s, most of the water sources for rural landowners came from hand-dug wells. The digging of these wells was a laborious backbreaking job. If these rural landowners could avoid the digging of dry wells by hiring a waterfinder to select satisfactory sites in advance, they did so, paying little attention to the ever-present derision of embarrassed geologists.

When I first became interested in discovering for myself if any of the incredible stories about these old-time waterfinders were true, I sought out anyone and everyone who might be able to help me separate fact from fiction. I soon discovered that many of the stories told about the old-time water-dowsers (who could supposedly predict to the inch at what depth underground water would be encountered) always seemed to get a lot better after these dowsers died! Such is human nature, I guess. 

Initially, I was probably the most reluctant dowser ever born, because my only initial interest in dowsing was directed toward efforts to disprove any claims of such ability. It just seemed too incredible to me that anyone could somehow know what lay hidden beneath the surface. 

I had always assumed that the claims of dowsing ability were nothing more than mental delusion or superstitious folklore, at best. In time, however, I felt very much like the "fox being eaten by the chicken" because some of the unexplainable successes of certain dowsers, could certainly not be attributed to "dumb luck," or to the "laws of chance and average." 

After I discovered (to my utter disbelief) that I too possessed an unexplainable ability to sense the location of underground live-water flows, my interest in dowsing greatly increased.

Had it not been for my dear late mother, however, I probably would never have gone out on my first dowsing job. As it happened, some relatives had called my mother and told her they were planning to build a new home, but had drilled a number of dry holes on their property and were considering abandoning the project.

My mother called me one afternoon in the summer of 1970 and told me about the problems these relatives were encountering. I told her that those were the kinds of problems people often ran into….

"Oh, no," she said. "You’re going to help them. You’re going to go out there and tell them where to drill." "No Mom, I don’t think so," I told her. "I’ve got enough worries in my life without telling someone where to spend their money drilling for water. Not only that, I’m not sure I can help them anyway!"

"Jim," she said, "you know darn well you can help them and you’re going to do this." "No Mom," I told her, "I think I’m going to pass on this one." "No, you’re not, you’re going to do it. They’re relatives, and besides, I just promised them you were coming! When are you going? I have their phone number right here and you’re supposed to call them right away. You can charge them for your gas if you want to, but you are going to do this!"

She hadn’t talked to me like this since I was a kid, and now I had the additional problem of somehow explaining to my young wife what the hell was going on! 

My wife, Carol, wanted no part of this venture, and wasted no words in telling me so! Although she knew I had some apparent dowsing ability, she said she wasn’t about to be a party to anyone telling other people where to spend their money. She finally said I could go if I wanted to, but she surely wasn’t going with me!

A few days later, when a good well was found at 42 feet, just a few feet from a 420-foot dry hole, her fears lessened somewhat and she too became interested in dowsing. In time, she too discovered her own exceptional dowsing abilities, and the rest is now history. 

My wife and I have located over 3,000 satisfactory well sites since those days, and it has been an interesting journey to say the least. 

We’ve met the greatest people in the world from all walks of life, and hopefully our journey will continue for some time. When we regularly read the obituaries of some of our former clients, we begin to realize just how long we have been dowsing!

I still believe, however, that the embellished (untrue) stories that continue to be told about water dowsers, do almost as much damage to the credibility of dowsing (in the eyes of the general public) as do the failures of the many inexperienced dowsers who so eagerly go out and offer erroneous advice. 

That being said, I would like to share the following true story with the members of the British Society of Dowsers:

Some years ago I decided to celebrate our wedding anniversary by taking my beautiful wife out for dinner at a rather upscale supper club quite some distance from home. I had made reservations long in advance, and when we arrived, we were seated at a table for two in a quiet area of the club. Three other couples were seated at a table about ten feet away. 

Engrossed in conversation, we paid little attention to the other couples seated next to us, until I happened to hear the words, "drilling a well." The words caught my immediate attention!

I whispered for my wife to listen, as one of the men continued to relate the following account of the problems he had locating a water supply some years previous. They were building a new home and had drilled seven dry holes without finding any water whatsoever. Not knowing what to do next, a neighbor told him about some well-known 

water-witcher who would be able to help him locate a water supply. He said he had heard about water-witching before, but never really believed that anyone could know what’s under the ground! Not knowing what else to do, he called this so-called water-witcher and arranged for him to come out to their property. 

He continued, "When the guy came out, he walked around for a while with some sort of Y-shaped thing in his hands, and told us to drill right between two of the dry holes! He told us there was water at 96 feet that it would be free of iron and nitrates, and would yield 20 gallons a minute! We didn’t know what else to do so we called the well driller and told him we had a water-witcher come out and this guy picked a new place for us to drill. We didn’t tell the driller that the spot he picked was right between two of the dry holes! 

When the driller came back, we showed him where this guy told us to drill, and he told us he had already drilled there! We told him we knew that, but we didn’t know what else to do, and since we had this water-finder out here, we heard from other people that this guy had found water for lots of other folks who had the same problems we were having. 

The driller kinda laughed and told us it ‘was our money,’ and if we wanted to waste it, that was up to us. He told us the odds were a lot better if we’d try a site about a thousand feet away! We told him we wanted to try closer first, and if it turned up dry again, we’d try drilling wherever he suggested. 

Well, the driller set up and we watched him all morning. When he got down to 95 feet, he told us it was no use drilling any further because he was running into the same stuff that he had found in all the other holes. We told him to keep drilling, and when he drilled another foot, that drill bit dropped about ten feet and the water just blew out of the top of the hole! We couldn’t believe it. We got 20 gallons a minute, just like this guy told us, and the water’s perfect. There’s no iron or anything in it and it’s been fine ever since! This guy made a believer out of us, that’s for sure"! 

My wife whispered to me that this sounded like some of the jobs we’ve done in the past, but we’d never have been so foolish as to make those kinds of crazy predictions! I told her I’d sure like to find out this guy’s name and look him up because I’d like to learn some of his methods. 

I whispered to her that before they leave, I was going to go over and apologize for overhearing their conversation, but that I would like to know the name of that dowser. She told me not to do that, because it would be too embarrassing. 

But just then, the man continued by saying "that this dowser had also told him, that just by looking at him, he could tell that he had a piece of metal in his body, and there was no way this guy could have known that, but he actually did have a piece of shrapnel in his leg! The guy also told him that one of his children was sick recently, which was true, and there was no way he could have known that either. It was just amazing!" 

I whispered to my wife that whoever this dowser was, he sounded very much like the "Second Coming of Christ" and I absolutely was going to get this guy’s name before we left. I told her I’d probably never see these people again in my life anyway, so if I was a bit embarrassed by telling them I overheard their conversation, I didn’t care, because I was going to get this guy’s name no matter what! 

After they finished their meal, when I could see they were about ready to leave, I decided to go over to their table and make my apology. Just as I was beginning to stand up, I heard the man say, "The guy’s name was KUEBELBECK from St. Joe!" I sat back down in disbelief. For a few seconds my wife and I just looked at each other in shock! This was unbelievable…. 

The exaggerated, greatly embellished stories had come full-circle! I was now one of those "legendary old-time dowsers" – and I sure as hell didn’t want to be! 

Later when we arrived home, we looked through our records, and did indeed learn the name of the gentleman who had so greatly embellished an otherwise true story. We had worked for him some years before, and the only true fact of his story was that we had located great water well for him (after he had drilled seven dry holes)! 

I have often said that I’ve learned more about human nature over the years than I have about dowsing and our experience that early spring evening certainly seemed to confirm it.

P.S. I would appreciate letters or comments from anyone.

Jim Kuebelbeck

Box 362 28391 Kelp Road

St. Joseph, Minnesota 56374 USA

(320) 363-7564

Jckueb@netlinkcom.com

